
Young women in bikinis draw applause, prizes, photographers - Her... http://www.heraldtimesonline.com/stories/2005/03/18/news.new.11...

1 of 3 3/31/05 5:16 PM

A spring breaker gets sprayed down from a 
hose during the daily wet T-shirt contest at 
Club La Vela in Panama City Beach, Fla. Photo 
by Sarah Morin
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Young women in bikinis draw applause, prizes, 
photographers 

Wet T-shirt contests a feature of spring break 
by Sarah Morin, Herald-Times Staff Writer
March 18, 2005 

PANAMA CITY BEACH, Fla. — Laura

wiggles out of her cotton T-shirt, exposing
a sheer, lilac bra — later unhooked to

show a bare, tanned back — as 50 Cent's

"In Da Club" blares from the JVC boom box

sitting on a small stove top in the hotel

room.

The IU student smiles and tosses her

head of thin, blonde highlights back as she

drops her jeans to reveal a matching

thong. As she bites her bra strap and

carefully crosses her forearms over her

breasts, her two IU friends, with beers in

hand, cheer her on. Their turns were

coming — they, too, would shake it like a

Polaroid picture for the camera.

'These girls are perfect'

The stylist had approached Laura, Colleen and Amy as they were drinking by the wooden 
stage that minutes earlier hosted the daily wet T-shirt contest at their hotel. "I want to 

shoot you, you and you," she said, pointing to each of the girls.

Colleen and Amy smiled. Laura shrieked. "I always wanted to be in a magazine," Laura 

said. As the three friends stood in line to get beer refills before heading up to the second 

floor hotel-room-turned-photo-studio, the stylist said, "These girls are perfect!" 
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Stuff magazine is in Panama City Beach, Fla., over spring break to shoot 100 girls in

swimsuits and lingerie to be featured in a summer issue. Similar to other men's magazines

such as Maxim, Stuff puts paparazzi darlings like Nicole Richie and Tara Reid in very little

clothing — and then on the cover.

Room with a view

Behind a closed bedroom door, the stylist, wearing a gray T-shirt knotted under her 

chest and a black shaker skirt, is picking out outfits for Laura, Colleen and Amy to wear 

during the photo shoot.

     
  Tomorrow: Rain

Currently: 63°, Wind 18 W
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She thumbs past the red satin camisole, leopard-skin panties and chooses the sheer 

lilac set for Colleen.

Colleen grimaces. "I'm too scared to do the sheer thing," Colleen says. The stylist 

assures the girls that the magazine airbrushes, and nipples won't be shown.

Colleen still isn't sold. So, she swaps with Laura, who's been handed a cotton 

bra-and-panty set in green. Amy is wearing a similar pick, but in periwinkle.

"Why is everyone so nervous? You guys are so hot," the stylist says. A male helper 

takes the girls' plastic beer glasses, fetching them refills from the bar downstairs.

With the lingerie on, the girls walk out to the kitchen and dining area. Over their 

lingerie, they are wearing the clothes they wore into the photo shoot. Laura in jeans, 

Colleen in capri pants and Amy in shorts.

The photographer, a guy with a mean five o'clock shadow and half of his thick, black hair 

pulled up in a hair tie, sits on a stool waiting, camera in hand. Laura steps up first. The 
stylist directs her to stand inside the three-sided rectangle of masking tape stuck on the 

carpeted floor against a tan cloth backdrop.

To the loud music, she begins the process of removing the top layer of clothing.

When Laura's done, she approaches the photographer.

"Did I do a good job?" she asks.

He smiles wide and shakes her hand.

"Oh my gosh," he gushes and kisses the top of her hand.

After Amy and Colleen dance and strip to the loud music, the photographer and stylist 

praise them, too.

They hand each of the girls small, $3.99 bouquets of flowers, mostly daisies. "You guys 

were super great!" says the photographer.

The girls have their pictures taken — this time all clothes on — with the crew.

Beach bodies 

From posing for Stuff magazine to entering one of many daily wet T-shirt or bikini 

contests, competitions centering around the female form are plentiful in Panama City 
Beach during spring break.

The best bodies on the beach are celebrated — and rewarded — every day.

Guys armed with video cameras throw elbows to get to the front of the stage to watch 

and record as women in ribbed white tank tops get soaked with a hose and jiggle around for 

applause and a prize.

At an impromptu bikini contest on the beach, the grand prize is a Mardi Gras-style 

necklace with several tennis-ball-sized beads of green, purple and gold.

Come rain or shine

The wet T-shirt contest at Club La Vela always draws a crowd around the outdoor pool. 

The male host, fully clothed down to the sneakers on his feet, demonstrated Monday the 

different settings on the large silver hose: mist, gel shower and jet. 
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A crowd of spring breakers gathers around 
the outdoor pool stage for a wet T-shirt 
contest Monday at Club La Vela. With 48 
bar stations and several different rooms, 
Club La Vela calls itself the largest 
nightclub in the country. The club, MTV's 
spring break home base for several years, 
is closing after this season. The 
beachfront club will be razed to make way 
for a condominium complex called
Aquatica. Photo by Sarah Morin

One by one, each female contestant walked up and put on the issued white tank top.

The long tops dangled below the waist, so the host stepped behind each contestant and 

snipped her tank with scissors to the center of her back. This would form two "tails" he 

gripped and tied into a knot at the back, making a bikini-style top of the shirt.

The spraying and dancing commenced.

With her chest exposed through the thin, wet cotton, one woman dropped to the 

concrete and did the splits.

"She's done this before," said a guy, watching the display.

Mother nature didn't stop the fun during the Sandpiper's wet T-shirt contest on Tuesday 

afternoon. "We can still have fun if it's raining, right?" the emcee asked the crowd huddled 

under the roof of the outdoor bar.

Similar to the Club La Vela scene, each contestant places a white tank over her bikini 

top before sliding it off. The crowd then yells "See ya" to the discarded top.

A guy then joins the woman on stage, soaking her chest with a spray from a white spray 

bottle as music blares from the sound speakers and she jumps around.

The winner is the one who receives the most applause. On this day, Amber, a buxom 

blonde, wins.

At the Sandpiper Beacon, first prize in the wet T-shirt contest is $50, second prize is a 

$50 bar tab.

Laura, Amy and Colleen weren't quick to jump into the wet T-shirt scene. But the day 
before the Stuff photo shoot, they entered the bikini contest at the hotel.

The trio that wears matching hot pink friendship bracelets say other girls from IU also 

entered.

"I guess IU girls just get down that way," Laura says.

Reporter Sarah Morin can be reached at 331-4363 or by e-mail at smorin@heraldt.com.
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