
Choose what you think is the most important information and write a story 
of about 150 words.  
 
Think carefully about what should be in the first one or two paragraphs 
and remember the “5Ws” – who, what, where, when, why? 
 
 
 
• Amtrak  is preparing for the anniversary of Sept. 11 with more security. 
 
• The company will have new security measures in place on that day. 
 
• This was announced by Amtrak officials. 
 
• Amtrak is headquartered in Washington DC at 900 Second Street NE 
 
• Amtrak has a total of 1,700 train cars, including 112 locomotives, which 
run on 78 rotes nationwide.  
 
• The most heavily used route is the Acela Express, which runs along the 
Northeast Corridor from Boston to Washington D.C. The Acela, as it is often 
called, is the only truly high speed train in the United States. Some people 
say it’s uncomfortable to ride in though. Amtrak refurbished the seating 
arrangements in the Acela’s passenger vehicles to increase leg room. 
 
• All of Amtrak’s preferred stock is owned by the federal government. 
Amtrak had severe financial difficulties in the 1980s. 
 
• The security measures will include more federal, state and local officers 
patrolling stations and riding trains.  There will also be more bomb-sniffing 
dogs.  The surge is part of Operation ALERTS. 
 
• The word “Amtrak” is a portmanteau combining the words “American” 
and “track.” 
 
• Quote from John Sammon, TSA assistant 
administrator, Transportation Sector Network Management (TSNM): 
 
 

"Regional partnerships, like those so well exhibited in the Northeast 
Corridor today, are critical to ensuring the safety of the traveling 
public in our nation's rail and transit systems.” 

 



• Amtrak is calling the security initiative leading up to the Sept. 11 
anniversary a “multi force security surge”.  
 
• Amtrak employs approximately 19,000 people. 
 
• The security efforts are mostly focused on the routes in the Northeast 
Corridor – from Boston to Washington D.C. 
 
• The Transportation Security Administration announced the one-day 
security measure. It includes “random passenger bag inspections at 
unannounced locations,” the administration said in a press release. 
 
• Amtrak served 27 million passengers in fiscal year 2009. 
 
• Quote from Amtrak Police Chief John O'Connor: 
 
"Operation ALERTS will enhance the readiness and communication 
capabilities of hundreds of police and security officials stationed in some 
of the heaviest rail passenger areas along the Northeast Corridor," said 
Amtrak Police Chief John O'Connor. "Our law enforcement partners in this 
deployment represent first responder agencies that will protect and 
defend the railways during any type of emergency or potential threat."  
 
• “Operation ALERTS” (Allied Law Enforcement for Rail and Transit 
Security), is “a coordinated effort involving activities such as heightened 
station patrols, increased security presence onboard trains, explosives 
detection canine sweeps, and random passenger bag inspections at 
unannounced locations.,” according to a press release. 
 
• Amtrak and the TSA would like to assure passengers that these security 
measures are NOT in response to any specific identified threrat. 
 
 
• The increased security will take place at many stations (about 150) in 
New England, New York, new Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia and the District of Columbia.  
 
• The Transportation Security administration is part of the Office of 
Homeland Security.  
 
 
 
 


